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Award Win-

PE teacher, Mary Ellen Duffy, and Learning Specialist, 

Brian O'Neill, were both recognized as Shenandoah Uni-

versity Teacher of the Year honorees at a reception on 

May 24, 2018. Ms. Duffy and Mr. O'Neill were recog-

nized because of their commitment to students and learn-

ing, knowledge of their content areas, and the energy and 

effort they put forth every day. The Shenandoah Univer-

sity Teacher of the Year award recognizes teachers in 

specialized areas of education. We are lucky to have both 

Ms. Duffy and Mr. O'Neill at Harmony!  

Jodi Hillebrand was Harmony's nominee for the Agnes 

Meyer/ Loudoun County Teacher of the Year award. 

Ms. Hillebrand was recognized because of her willing-

ness and ability to motivate students and inspire them to 

learn and achieve. Students feel comfortable learning and 

taking risks with Ms. Hillebrand. Her style of teaching is 

very personal and students respond to the ways she chal-

lenges them to grow and learn. Ms. Hillebrand's class-

room environment encourages creativity, recognizes in-

dividual needs, and is engaging to all students.            

Ms. Hillebrand is always willing to try something new 

and is regarded as a team player who shares and helps 

her fellow teachers.  Harmony is lucky and proud to have 

Jodi Hillebrand! 

Shenandoah Teacher of  the Year 
(nominees) 

Agnes Meyer Teacher of  the Year 
(nominee) 

From The Principal’s Desk 

LCPS Custodian of  the Year 
(Winner) 

This year we are honored to recognize Mr. Richard Hough for his contributions to our 

school and community. Richard has been an integral part of our staff since he arrived in 

2006. Each day he works diligently to create and maintain an environment that pro-

motes a cleaner school and healthier students. His work ethic is unmatched, as he is     

always going above and beyond the expectations set before him. Additionally, he demon-

strates outstanding leadership skills which have made a positive impact on our staff and 

has created a culture of teamwork amongst his staff. We are so grateful for Mr. Hough 

and the work he has done to enhance Harmony.  

 
Harmony Community, 
  

We have completed another smooth year at Harmony.  Thank you so much for sending 

your children here and making our jobs enjoyable and satisfying.  Harmony’s staff  

appreciate your notes, comments, suggestions, and involvement in your child's school-

ing.  Hope you enjoy this Annual Report as a small snapshot of the many things which 

have happened during the 2017 – 2018 school year.  Please have a safe, relaxing summer 

and we’re looking forward to seeing you in the fall! 



simplifying IT 

Mr. Simpson’s final 6th grade concert. 

Ms. Lutz and Ms. D’Aurora’s classes put on an 

amazing Winter Concert. 

Mr. Fairchild’s first concert at Harmony. 

THE ARTS AT HARMONY  

Mr. Hartmetz’s Spring Orchestra. 

Harmony’s production of the Little Mermaid Jr. 



Family Art’s Night provides our 

families with the opportunity to 

engage in art activities spon-

sored by our art department, as 

well as many local artists from 

our community.  

Family Arts Night 

Inside Harmony 

Veterans Day Assembly 

Harmony Middle School held its annual Veterans Day assembly on Thursday, November 9th with guest speakers represent-

ing various military branches from our Harmony families. 

The guest speakers included: 

Mr. Jeremy Folks (US Air Force) – “Military Service: A Family Affair”   

Mrs. Beth Creighton (US Navy) - “Making a Veteran”    

Ms. Nicole Clark (US Army) – “The Meaning of the Pledge”   

Mr. Vince Romano (US Navy) - "Why the United States Has the Greatest Military”   

Mr. Gabel from the US Air Force Special 

Operation Weather Forecasters talks to the 6th 

grade science classes. 

6th Grade Science 

Guest Speaker 



Working With the Pros! 

The Washington Redskins Charitable Foun-

dation, in partnership with District of Co-

lumbia Public Schools, created Redskins 

FITT (Frequency, Intensity, Time & Type) 

– a youth health & wellness initiative – to 

empower and assist middle school students 

in the development of their personal fitness 

goals. The       program is comprised of 

three key elements:  the FITT book, FITT 

workshops and instructional online vide-

os.  This 2017-2018 school year, Harmony 

Middle School participated in this program. 

Fitness, being one of the main teaching 

components in our Harmony Physical Edu-

cation Department, was one of three work-

shops our Harmony 7th grade classes got to 

participate in. In the Physical Activity workshop students were instructed by the Redskins street team members who incorpo-

rated agility, strength, and speed activities. In completion of their hard work, students were given FITT water bottles and a FITT 

workbook. The 7th grade physical education department was able to include the FITT workbook in their health and physical 

education lessons, which allowed the students to create their own fitness plans in addition to learning about nutrition and cogni-

tive development. A couple of our students were also involved in an online fitness video, taped and promoted by the Redskins 

Charitable Foundation. In closing to this amazing opportunity, 45 of our Harmony Students enjoyed a fun-filled day at FedEx 

Field celebrating the Redskins FITT program! 



Recently, 8th-grade students from Harmony Middle School 

had an opportunity to do something that many teenagers do 

not.  They had the opportunity to speak from the heart about 

social issues that the students chose as being important issues to 

them.  On the night of April 5th, our students were treated as 

adults, while community and family members as well as special 

guest judges, including LCPS Superintendent Dr. Williams, 

circulated among displays and visual aides.  While circulating 

the room, our guests asked questions and learned valuable in-

formation about the things that middle-schoolers believe could 

be changed within our society.   

The students were asked to pick a social issue in which they felt 

passionate.  These issues were thoroughly researched and then 

turned into a written “letter to a legislator.”  Their argumenta-

tive letters had to include a strong “appeal to action,” prompt-

ing responses from politicians and decision-makers, both local 

and national.  Many of our students’ letters received responses 

from decision-makers such as Barbara Comstock, Tim Kaine, 

Ralph Northam, Geary Higgins, Tom Marshall from the 

School Board, the Loudoun County Animal Services, and The 

Virginia Department of Education.  An 8th-grade participant, 

was able to express the purpose of the event by stating, “You 

get to show people coming to the school what 8th-graders can 

really do for the community.” 

Be The Change 
As part of our One to the World initiative, Harmony Middle 

School has been sponsoring Taonga Preschool in Livingstone, 

Zambia for the past two years. Before Harmony got involved, 

the school’s bathroom was a pile of hay, and the kids did not 

eat lunch. Harmony has raised over $4,000 to provide a kitchen 

and bathroom for this preschool, and supply it with food and 

utensils. We have also provided a fence and tools for a kitchen 

garden, where much of the food is grown for the free lunches 

they now enjoy every day. Additionally, we have sponsored 

school supply drives to collect materials to send to Taonga, so 

they now have paper, pencils, books, and some toys. This year, 

our goal is to raise the funds needed to continue contributing 

the food and supplies needed to provide the school lunches and 

maintain the school. Any additional funds will go towards the 

goal of building a school playground.  

Taonga Mission 

Harmony Middle School’s Empty Cup/Bowl Project is a true community 

service project aimed to raise awareness about the issue of hunger and food 

insecurity in Western Loudoun County. Over the last eight years, through 

our annual Empty Cup/Bowl Project, Harmony Middle School has had 

partnered with multiple community businesses as well as the Western 

Loudoun Food Pantry. Through the last three years alone, our partnership 

has accumulated over 10,000 nonperishable food items, and collected over 

$6,500 at our “Empty Cup/Bowl Dinners” which has been used through-

out the county for families in need.  

Empty Cup Dinner 

Project-Based Learning at work... 



Eighth grade science students put physics into action by de-

signing their own amusement park rides. Students conduct-

ed investigations to show relationships between independent 

and dependent variables of their choosing and communicat-

ed their results to the visitors of our amusement park.  Writ-

ten and oral communication of the science behind the ride 

was a crucial component to the success of the students' rides. 

We are so pleased with the level of understanding that our 

students showed in this endeavor!  

Seventh grade students created original "Leave No Trace" but-

ton designs as a part of their PBL work this year.  There were 

lots of smiling faces at the "Flip Flop Festival" in Harpers Fer-

ry as visitors and hikers received their buttons.  The Flip Flop 

Festival isn't really about footwear. It is a hike that starts in the 

middle of the trail (Harpers Ferry) and heads one direction, 

and then hikers return to Harpers Ferry and go the other direc-

tion.  Students researched the seven principles of Leave No 

Trace and discussed how artists can best graphically present 

this information to make a difference. 

Leave No Trace Physics-Land 

Trashion Show 

This year, the 7th grade Communications classes took over the 

broadcast of our weekly morning show, Live from the 

Hive.  They manned the cameras, reviewed the scripts, an-

chored from the desks, and even directed each show. This 

meant that over 50 students helped make our  announcements 

come to life this year!  Ms. Jones,  Ms. Ricci, Ms. Butler, Ms. 

Kursey, and  Ms. Schiavo are very proud of all of the hard 

work that the students put in over the course of the whole year! 

Live from the Hive 

While working through the Great Depression/WWII  era of 

American history, Ms. Gilleland got her classes into the spir-

it of American ingenuity and creative thinking.  They were 

introduced to a popular philosophy of the time period 

“make do or do without.”  With this philosophy in mind, 

her students were challenged to turn ordinary household 

trash into fashion treasures, with an emphasis on represent-

ing iconic fashions throughout American history.  

Project-Based Learning at work... 



 

Congratulations to both 

Harmony Odyssey of the 

Mind teams who took 

1st place in their division 

during Regionals at John 

Champe High School. 

They then went on to   

compete at States in 

Newport News, Virginia 

where Team Mockumen-

tary took 4th place, and 

Team Stellar Hangout 

took 6th place! 

Odyssey of the Mind 

Virginia Middle School Honor Choir 

Making the Virginia Middle School Honor Choir is indeed 

one of the highest accomplishments a middle school singer 

can achieve by participating in chorus at the middle school 

level.  The adjudication committee selected 368 singers from 

1040 submissions from around the Commonwealth. The audi-

tion process was very competitive; you should be very proud 

of your accomplishments.  

 

Hornets Outside Harmony! 

Harmony Concert Band: Superior Rating, First Place Con-

cert Band/Wind Ensemble 1-B 

Harmony Jazz Ensemble: Superior Rating, First Place Jazz/

Stage Band 

Harmony Symphonic Band: Superior Rating, First Place Con-

cert Band/Wind Ensemble 1-D 

Harmony Symphonic Band was also recognized as Grand 

Champion (best overall band in the competition regardless of 

classification or level)  

We are pleased to announce this 

year's school Spelling Bee champion, 

8th grader, Hannah Rayburn. She 

survived 28 rounds, many of which 

were against runner-up, Alaina     

Santoli.   Hannah needed to correctly 

spell  “ichthyosaurus” to win        

Harmony’s Spelling Bee. 

Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to all of  our Geography Bee participants, but 

especially to our runner up Jackson Allgood and                   

winner Vincent Zhang. 

Geography Bee 

Music Award Winners 



Students from all of the county’s middle schools competed 

against each other in an academic decathlon.  This is made up 

of a series of cross-curricular problems and tasks that require 

collaboration and critical thinking.  This year, Harmony’s team 

finished 4th out of 16 middle schools.   

Hornets Outside Harmony! 

Academic Decathlon 
Hello my name is Kylie Losin-

ski and on March 17, 2018, I 

created a 5k to raise funds for 

kids with cancer. I raised $660 

with the help of other kids. I 

will be doing the race next year 

as well and hope to see even 

more participants. Thank you 

for your time. 

Helping Kids with Cancer 

Last October, after Hurricane Maria slammed and devastated 

Puerto Rico, Logan MacDonald, Harmony 6th grader, saw a 

need and wanted to make a difference.  Logan started the 

“Hurricane Relief Canned Food Drive” in order to support 

the citizens of Puerto Rico who were impacted by Hurricane 

Irma. Logan was able to collect and deliver hundreds of 

canned and other food items as well as household goods to 

“United for Puerto Rico,” an initiative brought forth by the 

First Lady of Puerto Rico, Mrs. Beatriz Rossello.  Logan, way 

to make a positive contribution to our society!    

Harmony’s Team Coral Conservationists came in third place 

overall in the 7th Annual Foxcroft STEM challenge. Expedi-

tion K2M: The STEM Summit is a girls-only, hands-on STEM 

competition which brought girls from 14 middle and high 

schools to Foxcroft for a day filled with collaboration, calcula-

tions, deductive reasoning, and — above all else — STEM-

centric fun!  Special thanks to Foxcroft's STEM Department 

and K2M, Inc., a biomedical firm out of Leesburg, VA for 

hosting and sponsoring this amazing event. 

Foxcroft’s 7th Annual                                              

Expedition 

K2M: The STEM Summit Hurricane Relief Can  

Food Drive 

An 8th grade student creates a Turkey of Thanks in which 

her class was able to share with a local assisted living home. 

Turkey of Thanks 



 

Afterschool Clubs & Activities! 

Running Club 

Anime 

Volleyball 

Pokémon Club 

Harry Potter Club 

You Matter Club 

Battle of the Books 

Mad Science 

Yoga Club 

Basketball   

Ping Pong 

German Club 

Baking Club 

Tennis 

The Harry Potter Club ended the year with a Quidditch 

match and the House Cup.  The 2018 cup goes to team 

Slytherin!  It was a race for 2nd, but Hufflepuff beat out 

Ravenclaw by 5 points, and Gryffindor made a good  

showing in 4th place.  Thanks to all the Hogwarts students 

for a wonderful year! 

The Harmony Middle School Running Club had a strong show-

ing at Sadies' Race on May 20, 2018.  They earned the "Team 

Spirit" award and three runners placed in their divisions.  It was a 

successful outing for ALL of our runners. 

The Ping Pong club provided our 

students with opportunities to    

practice and hone their skills as they 

competed against each other.  Once 

our team was ready,  Harmony went 

and had a friendly competition 

against Blue Ridge Middle School to 

determine who would become this 

year’s ping pong champion.  

Harmony German students 

participated in several events 

around the community and 

state this year.  They attended 

the annual Virginia Organiza-

tion of German Students 

(VOGS) meeting at Busch 

Gardens in Williamsburg 

where they were able to meet 

kids from all over Virginia 

taking German.  Over 500 

students, parents and teachers 

attended!  The German stu-

dents volunteered at the 

Lovettsville Oktoberfest and 

Christkindlmarkt.  These are 

two events that allow them to 

experience German cul-

ture.  Students helped young 

children with crafts, painted faces and taught them Ger-

man words and phrases. 

Running Club 

Ping Pong Club 

German Club 

Harry  Potter Club 

    Other Clubs 



School climate at Harmony Middle School is one of the cornerstones to our school’s success.  The staff is a fantastic group of adults 

who love kids and enjoy working alongside other creative, nurturing educators.  In order to keep team unity, Mr. Stewart interjects 

some fun, lighthearted Staff Olympics team competitions.  This year, Harmony’s staff  competed in a variety of activities from the 

lawn mower slalom in the Summer Olympics to ice cube curling during the Winter Olympics.  No matter the activity, it is well 

known that a staff that can have fun together will successfully work together. 

Building School Climate 

Name Game 

Team Olympics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Hepner and Ms. 

Koptish delivering  

“Woot-Woot” treats to 

staff  

members. 

Woot-Woot 

For the past 4 years, Harmony’s House Teams, which consist of ad-

ministrators, school bookkeeper, school counselors, school secretaries, 

our nurse, and our School Resource Officer (SRO) have scored 100% 

with the Name Game.   The reason we commit the kids’ names to 

memory is because we feel it is important to know everyone in our 

building.  It helps with climate and with safety.  Although we 

have nearly 1,100 kids, we want to make sure we know each student’s 

name so we can make them feel part of one big family.  We have 

learned that it gives us a strong foundation for a caring and warm    

environment.  



 

 

38174 West Colonial Highway 
Hamilton, VA 20158 
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Over the past couple of years, Mr. Stewart has encouraged his staff to not only strengthen their knowledge of the curriculum, 

but also focus on their heart health.  Therefore,  Harmony offered multiple opportunities for the staff to participate in positive 

health programs. Staff members joined a yoga class and took up their mats in order to get their minds and bodies refreshed after 

school.  If yoga wasn’t for you, Svetness Fitness’ Boot Camp was another option.  An average of 30 Hornet staff members   

either participated in many Svetness Fitness Boot Camps or yoga programs.  

Our Mental Health Team and the You  

Matter Club sponsored a successful Mental 

Health Awareness Week with a variety of 

activities focused on healthy coping skills, 

including Music Monday, Treat Yourself 

Tuesday, Walk It Out Wednesday, Think 

About It Thursday, and Camouflage       

Friday. The PTA awarded a grant to the 

You Matter Club that provided the oppor-

tunity to purchase Mental Health Aware-

ness Week T-shirts that were 

given to nearly 200 students 

who participated. 

Healthy Hearts 

Harmony’s Health 

Mental Health Week 
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Cafeteria Staff 

Harmony’s Outstanding PTA 

President:  Dana Carmichael 
Vice President: Kari Ackers 
Treasurer: Debbie Kirk 
Secretary: Joan Vogelsang 

Custodial Team: 

Mr. Caceres, Mr. Brown, Ms. Seal,                    

Mr. Hough (Head Custodian) Mr. Palma,               

Ms. Ceneskie, Ms. Flores,  Ms. Franco  

Thank You to Our Sponsors 

Cafeteria Team: 

Ms. Strickland, Ms. Cabaniss,                       

Ms. James (Cafeteria Manager), Ms. Scott 

 

PLATINUM 
GROUP REAL ESTATE  

   

 

 
Associate Broker / Realtor 

Head Custodian Richard 

Hough and his staff worked 

diligently throughout the year 

to make sure Harmony was in 

tip-top shape.   Even though 

the students will leave for the 

summer, the custodial team 

continues their hard work to 

prepare our school for the stu-

dents return in August.   

Nancy James and her fan-

tastic staff strive daily to 

provide our students and 

staff members with excellent 

nutritious meals and ser-

vice.  Under Nancy James’ 

spectacular supervision, 

Harmony had another year 

without a single violation 

against her cafeteria.  That 

is a streak of 10 years 

straight.  Excellent job    

ladies! 

Behind the Scenes @ Harmony 

Custodial Staff 


